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President  Janey Ball 
Vice-President  Emilie Carter 
Secretary  JoAnne Wilson 
Treasurer  Bob Schlerf 
 
Book Swap  Virginia Kates 
   Louise Williams 
Education Foundation Marjorie Merrill 
Flea Market  Linda McGeehan 
Food Pantry  Allin Turner 
Historian  Jana Maples 
Meet and Greet  Kathy King 
   Nan Lanham 
Membership  Dave Byers 
PAC   Ethelstine Harris 
Parliamentarian  Kathy Bell-Bakewell 
Pinellas Educator  Terry Plaia 
   Joyce Walters 
Pipeline   Marilyn Warner 
Program   Claire Cousins 
Scholarship  Allin Turner 
   Jane Lee 
Sunshine  Ada Raynal 
Volunteers  Dave Byers 
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September Jade Moore 
  Membership Luncheon 
October  Audubon Society 
  Book Swap 
November National Alzheimer Society 
December Holiday Party 
January  ASPECT (Eckerd Seniors’ 
  Program) 
February Bay Flight   
March  To be announced 
April  Florida Holocaust Museum 
May  Elderhostel  
  Potluck Luncheon/Elections/ 
  Book Swap 
 
Please join us at 9:30 on meeting days for a light 
breakfast followed by our program and meeting 
that begin at 10:00. Each month we collect 
canned goods for the local Food Pantry. 
 
Additional PEER activities during the year: 
February PEER Field Trip 
June  Summer Get-Together 
August  Educator Flea Market 
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Mark your calendars for the opening meeting of 
the year!  Jade Moore, our guest speaker, will 
report  the latest Political Issues in this election 
year.  He will also be presenting some of the 
PCTA/PESPA endorsed candidates.  After the 
meeting, we will have our paid-up membership 
luncheon that is provided by a membership grant 
from AFT.  September 15 is a day  to renew 
friendships, share summer adventures, and learn 
about PEER. See you there!! 
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Janey Ball 

 
Welcome to the world of retirement! We are Pinellas Education Employees-Retired 
(PEER).  We maintain a continued interest in education. 
 
We participate in activities including: 

····  Annual scholarship to a high school senior 
····  Joseph C. Carwise Achievement Awards  
····  “Flea Market” for new teachers - free, slightly used materials that have been 

donated to help educators as they begin their careers  
····  Providing books for the restructured New Orleans school district with the help of 

Barnes and Noble 
 
We provide information from PCTA/PESPA, NEA, FEA, and AFT on: 
····  Educational issues 
····  Retirement issues 
····  Political Action - information related to candidates and issues on the local, state and 

national levels 
  
We have many activities including: 
····  Monthly meetings with interesting, informative, and varied programs 
····  Volunteering- many organizations throughout the county request our help with 

projects; PEER leads the Florida Education Association-Retired in volunteer hours 
····  Social Activities – paid-up membership luncheon in September, holiday social in 

December,  potluck luncheon in May, and field trip to a Ruth Eckerd performance 
 
Ask our members and they will tell you they are so busy with all their activities that 
they don’t know how they ever found time to work!  
 
 Pinellas Education Employees Retired (PEER) would like to invite you to join our 
organization. 
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Jane Lee has ordered 30 tickets for 
the Ruth Eckerd Hall show “Puttin’ 
on the Hitz!  The Best of the Great 
American Songbook” for Tuesday, 
February 24, at 1 PM.  At a PEER 
meeting last spring, twenty-three 
people have already expressed an 
interest in attending. The price for 
each ticket is $14.40.  Additional 
information will be available at our 
September 15 meeting.  Also, at that 
time, members will be able to pay for 
the tickets.  These tickets usually 
arrive about two months prior to the 
performance. 
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Allin Turner 
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Each month, PEER collects items for 
our local Food Pantry.  Needed 
items include baby food, cereal, 
boxed and canned food items, 
noodles, rice, pop-top foods, juices, 
powdered milk, instant breakfasts, 
spaghetti sauce and diapers.  Allin 
Turner delivers a generous donation 
from us after each meeting.  Please 
remember those who are less 
fortunate when you come to our 
PEER meetings. 
 
 

“People often say that, in a 
democracy, decisions are made 
by a majority of the people. Of 

course, that is not true.  Decisions 
are made by a majority of those 

who make themselves heard and 
who vote – a very different thing.”  

(Walter Judd) 
�
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Sarah Byers 

 
PEER is collecting donations of new 
or barely used items for the Silent 
Auction which is held at the FEA 
Convention in Tampa, October 16-
18.  This is the one big fund-raising 
event sponsored by the FEA-Retired 
group; monies raised provide a 
scholarship for a graduating high 
school senior.  Things that really 
bring in nice bids are unique items 
like antiques, jewelry, bath items, 
stationery and anything else you can 
think of!  Bring donations to the 
September meeting only. 
 
 
PEER is also donating two baskets 
to be auctioned.  Our themes are 
“Fun and Games” and “Gourmet for 
the Mind and Body.”  These baskets 
will be on display at our September 
15 meeting.  Come see what we 
have created together!  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sarah Byers at the Silent Auction 
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Our summer get-together was well attended and a lot of fun.  Thanks to Linda McGeehan for 
again hosting this annual event. 
       

                            
 

Summer Get-Together 
 
If you would like to receive future Pipelines by e-mail, please contact Marilyn Warner at 797-5875 
or 1Marilyn@Tampabay.rr.com. For phone reminders of meetings and PEER activities,  call 
Emilie Carter at 447-6159 or e-mail her at emroncarter@gmail.com. 
 
The new PEER Membership Directory will be available in November.  You need to pay 
membership dues by Oct. 31 in order to be included in the directory.  Mail those checks in today!! 
 
What a success the Flea market was!  Educators enjoyed meeting with our PEER members and 
finding materials to use in their classrooms.  Linda McGeehan and her committee did a wonderful 
job as always! 
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Ginger Herring 

 
We are proud to present our Seniors and Scholars program designed for adults ages 55 and 
over.  We offer Seniors the opportunity to establish friendships, enjoy informative programs, 
attend outstanding events, be a mentor to students, and volunteer with the Foundation. 
 
The Seniors and Scholars Breakfast Series is held once a month from September to April.  All 
breakfasts are in the Lighthouse Conference Room at the Gus Stavros Institute, 12100 Starkey 
Road, Largo.  The programs are presented from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  We start serving breakfast 
around 8:45.  Seniors can attend a free breakfast and enjoy interesting and entertaining topics on 
everything from apples to zebras, There are also great door prizes, news from the Pinellas 
Education Foundation and tours of Enterprise Village and Finance Park. 
 
This 2008-09 Breakfast Series include: 
    Sept. 10     Travel Tips and Tidbits    Jan. 14     Pending 
    Oct. 8         Health and Nutrition   Feb. 4       Fashion Show 
    Nov. 12      Medications and Medicare     Mar. 6       Senior Health Expo 
    Dec. 10      Holiday Show     Apr. 8        Personal Hurricane Preparedness 
 
Although the Breakfast Series is free, we do need your RSVP.  Please email Ginger at 
Herringg@pinellaseducation.org or call Ginger at 727-588-4816 ext. 2119 to reserve your seat.  
Your reservation is needed by Sept. 5 for the Sept. 10 breakfast.  I look forward to seeing you 
then. 



            
 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS (AFT) 
Dave Byers 

 
The Chicago AFT convention was my second, and I am still learning the ropes as it is 
very different from NEA.  It was held at Navy Pier, July 10-14, and had 3,230 delegates, 
9 retired delegates from Florida including FEA-R president Vivian Silbiger and secretary 
Champee Kemp. 
 
AFT has gained 108,000 members since its last convention in 2006.  There are 8,595 
members in Florida plus one new chapter, Polk County Retired. AFT has 1.4 million 
members, 239,000 of them retirees.  They include lots of nurses and health care workers 
and public employees who are not eligible for NEA membership. 
 
Except for different procedures, AFT and NEA believe in exactly the same things as far 
as education is concerned.  I believe AFT is even more liberal than NEA. 
 
Hillary Clinton was there in person and Barak Obama was live on satellite video.  I am 
starting to get the hang of AFT’s very different procedures and hope to go again in 2010 
in Seattle. 
 

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (NEA) 
Champee Kemp and Ulysses Floyd, FEA-R Delegates 

 
“Wake Up and Apologize!” That was the message Reg Weaver, our retiring president, 
had for all politicians when it comes to decisions they have made concerning education. 
This became the theme as we heard about politics, elections, and change. Reg also said 
“Today, the tide has turned because Americans now understand that NCLB has not lifted 
children up and it has beaten too many down.” 
  
Some of the convention highlights were: 
1. Video address by Senator Obama, NEA’s endorsed candidate, who pledged support to     
    education and asked for our support now in the months leading to the election 
2. Election of Dennis Van Roekel as NEA President                    
3. Adoption of a by-law amendment that allows NEA-Retired to set its own by-laws and 
    run itself.  NEA-R, with over 250,000 members, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. 
4. Being addressed by Michael Geisen, National Teacher of the Year; Lauren Vernon, ESP 
    of the Year; and Mike Easley, Governor of North Carolina, recipient of NEA’s Greatest  
    Education Governor Award 
5. Raising $1,848,691 for the NEA Fund for Children and Public Education (PAC) 
6. Listening to and voting on more that 80 new business items, 15 legislative amendments 
    and several resolutions. 
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Let’s face it.  As we grow older, our eyesight grows dimmer, our  
reflexes slower and our judgment of distances is a bit distorted. 
Driving is one of our  pleasures; when should we give it up?  

For our own safety, and for the safety of others, there may be a time to consider this 
possibility, but an article in the November 2007 issue of AARP might help us delay that 
decision. 
 
The article, titled “Keep on Driving,” says that one in four drivers will be 65 or older by 2030 
and that adding years to our driving life can be easy if we follow three suggestions: 
 
1.  Driver fitness – even a few fitness and flexibility exercises can make a difference.  One 
     suggested exercise is to work the neck slowly, turning the head as far left as you can, 
     holding it for 10 seconds, and then doing the same thing on the right side. 
2.  Car fitness – when adjustable features in a car are used properly, they can be of  
     tremendous help. An example would be outside and inside rear view mirrors to reduce 
     blind spots. 
3.  Add-ons – cars may be customized with add-ons such as oversized mirrors, pads to 
     raise seats, high intensity headlights, GPS navigation systems, etc. 
 
More information can be found at www.aarp.org/drive.  And remember to drive carefully at 
all times. 
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With identity theft increasing, it is prudent to take any measures we can to protect ourselves. 
Some suggestions, although seemingly obvious, are helpful.  Keep in mind that we, as  
seniors, are easy targets and often most vulnerable. 
  
 Do not give out information to callers on the phone unless you initiate the call. 
 Keep your social security card to yourself.  Only give it out if it is essential for a  
 transaction. 
 Keep photocopies of ALL your identification papers such as driver’s license and 
 credit cards. 
 Shred charge receipts, etc., when possible. 
 Check all statements, receipts, etc. carefully. 
 Limit the information you give out on the internet and do not give out information on 
 e-mails that can easily be forwarded to strangers. 
 Report discrepancies in all bills and statements immediately to the source and, if  
 necessary, to the police. 
 Obtain a credit report annually. 
  
  



 
 
It’s that time of the year (but not for us!!).  Can you pass this test?  Answers are at the bottom  
of the page – but don’t peek! 
 
  1.   Do they have a 4th of July in England? 
  2.   How many birthdays does the average man have? 
  3.   Some months have 31 days; how many have 28? 
  4.   How many outs are there in an inning? 
  5.   Is it legal for a man in California to marry his widow’s sister? 
  6.   Divide 30 by ½ and add 10.  What is the answer? 
  7.   If there are 3 apples and you take away 2, how many do you have? 
  8.   A doctor gives you three pills, telling you to take one every half hour.  How many 
        minutes will the pills last? 
  9.   A farmer has 17 sheep and all but 9 die.  How many are left? 
10.   How many 2 cent stamps are there in a dozen? 
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  1.   Yes, it comes after the third of July. 
  2.   Just one. 
  3.   12, all of them. 
  4.   6, three per side. 
  5.   No—because he is dead. 
  6.   70.  (30 divided by ½ equals 60!  Takes some thinking…) 
  7.   2, you took two, remember? 
  8.   60.  Start with the 1st pill, 30 minutes later take the 2nd pill, the 30 minutes after 
        that, take the 3rd pill. 
  9.   9 
 10. 12.  There are 12 2 cents stamps in a dozen. 
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Dave Byers 

 
We finished last year with 312 members.  229 of us are life members and 24 are pre-
retired members.  If you are a life member (a plus mark + after your name on the mailing 
label), don’t do anything about dues.  Just come to meetings! 
 
If you’re an annual member (no plus mark) or just joining, now is the time to send in 
your $46 annual dues or $400 lifetime dues.  Use the form on the last page of this issue of 
the Pipeline.  We’ll accept your money anytime, but it needs to be into the PCTA/PESPA 
office by October 31, 2008, to be assured of appearing in our 2008-09 Membership 
Directory.   
 
All members, lifetime and annual, are asked to make a voluntary $3 contribution to the 
Political Action Committee (PAC). 
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The family of PEER member Barbara Payne who died on June 25.  Barbara was a 
resident of Dunedin and Clearwater for over 40 years and taught for 33 years at San Jose 
and Garrison Jones Elementary Schools.  
 

Dee Bell on the loss of her husband, Lucious, on May 21.  . 
 
Eileen Scott on the loss of her mother, Constance Jolley, on June 27. 
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Dave Byers 



Last year we reported 3563 school related hours and 6189 other hours for a total of 9752 
hours.. As we begin this new PEER year, we will again be collecting volunteer hours.  
Report any volunteer work you do for anyone other than family and that you don’t get 
paid for.  If you drive to do your volunteering, count all the time from leaving home until 
returning, but do not include your stop at the local tavern!  We do a good job of 
collecting hours from those who attend meetings, but we know there is a lot of unreported 
volunteer work from those who don’t come to meetings.  If that’s you, please contact 
Dave Byers anytime with your numbers.  His phone number is 585-8469 and his email 
address is sdbyers@webtv.net.   









